
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elise Hurst is an illustrator and author of children’s books, as well as a traditional artist. She has 
illustrated more than 50 books over the years in collaboration with a range of wonderful authors, and 
also some that she has written herself, such as The Elephant’s Big Day Out, A Dream of Bunyips 
Dancing, Maximilian Jones and her book The Night Garden CBCA shortlisted in 2008. 
 
Elise Hurst’s training in traditional art has given her a wide range of skills and influences to draw on 
when constantly changing styles and techniques to complement the texts she works on. She enjoys 
the process of being able to create a book entirely herself, and finds the synthesis of writing and 
illustrating incredibly satisfying, although with its own set of problems. She is also takes on picture 
books written by other authors as she enjoys the liberty of working on someone else’s story. 

 

 

PROGRAMS: 
As Elise is both an illustrator and author of picture books she is in the position of being able to talk 
about the whole process from first ideas to final illustrations. 
 
Creating a Picture Book: For older students. Elise talks about the process of creating a picture 
book from the first ideas through to the finished product. She also talks with students wanting to get 
into illustration and about her experiences in infiltrating this industry. 
 
Picture Books & Characters: This exciting 50-60 min session deals with the process of creating a 
picture book and includes a demonstration where she creates a character, as well as lots of drawing 
tips. The demonstration artwork is retained by the group. 
 
Demonstrations: Informal demonstrations are a great way of engaging people at festivals, talking to 
little groups and passers-by. With a set up at a table, Elise discusses her work and answers questions 
while working on an illustration. 
 
 
 

Check out the trailer for Elise’s captivating new book  

Imagine a City:  
http://youtu.be/poV0p3Q1joU  

 
 
 
Suitability: prep to adult. Duration: 50 - 60 mins  
Other information / Requirements: Large group presentations require audiovisual equipment (data 
projector). Otherwise Elise provides hands-on workshop sessions for up to 50 students per session. At 
least one teacher must be present for the entire session.   
For a Talk / Demonstration, please provide a large easel, a table and drop-sheet/newspapers. 
Signings / Small group demonstrations need a table and chair.  
 

 
 

ELISE HURST 

Bookings & Enquiries: Nexus Arts www.nexusarts.com.au 
Ph 03 9528 3416   Freecall 1800 675 897   Fax 03 9523 6866 
Email   nexusarts@netspace.net.au  use this show to link 
with 



 
 
 
 
 

Children aged 8-12 years thoroughly enjoyed listening to Elise. They 

were kept interested and engaged throughout the sessions and 

absolutely loved it when she demonstrated the art of illustration at the 

end of the session. Children were asked to help brainstorm a character 

and this was then depicted on paper with Elise helping the children 

interpret the position of eyebrows, shape of eyes, shading required, use 

of colour etc. the children helped give the character a name – they loved 

the sense of ownership over the character that had just been created. 

 

Elise’s use of the whiteboard was great. She knew how to connect with 

her audience. She was generous with her time. Her pastel creation at the 

end of the session gave the children a true idea of how to start with a 

simple idea and develop a character from it, so that you can then ask 

questions to help create a storyline for that character.  This was an 

inspiring session for the kids. They could go away and explore their own 

creativity in writing stories as well as the illustrations to match using 

some of the techniques Elise shared with them. 

 
Narelle Stute – Librarian, Endeavour Hills Library  
 
 

 

Feedback for Elise Hurst 


